By the end of the course students should hold a command over the history of major wars during the 20th century as well as more recent regional conflicts emerging after the end of the Cold War. In addition, students will be expected to be able to evaluate and apply broader theories and explanations of war to these conflicts. Finally, students will engage in independent research in order to delve more deeply into at least one of these conflicts.
As a writing intensive (W) course, students will practice and become more effective in writing clearly and in the social science tradition. We will practice
The Politics of War writing often and in many forms. We will also work on peer editing and revising work.
Requirements
This course has a fairly heavy reading load. All students are expected to keep up with reading assignments and should come to class prepared and ready to contribute Four books are required in this class and are available for purchase in the University Bookstore. They are:
• Note: All work is due the day of class. Extensions are only given when students have a valid reason and are never given retroactively. Late work will be penalized 1/3 of one letter grade per day. After 10 days a grade of zero will be recorded. It is extremely difficult to pass the course with any grade of zero.
Also note that students are expected to come to class and participate regularly. Repeated unexcused absences will lead students to be dropped from the course. 
Academic Honesty
All work done by students must be their own. Students must also be aware of what constitutes plagiarism, including self-plagiarism. For any questions please see "The Source." Students caught cheating will receive a grade of zero for the assignment in question. This will almost certainly lead to a failing grade for the course. In addition, in the event that it is determined you have violated the Academic Honesty Policy of the university, the dean will be notified and a note of the violation will be kept in your permanent file. In the event that more than one violation exists a more severe penalty -including expulsion -may be imposed.
Electronics Policy
I know all of you are multi-taskers, delicately balancing the intake of various forms of information from multiple sources. Most of these sources, of course, are electronic in nature. I, too, like my electronic toys and in the past I have been fairly open and flexible regarding phones, laptops, tablets, etc. The situation, however, has gotten increasingly out of hand. I find students using laptops or texting on phones to be not only non-engaged, but also distracting other students around them. It also distracts me. Therefore I need to enforce a policy that prohibits personal electronics in class unless students are using the laptop/table to take class notes and they send their notes to me immediately after class. Students are not to use cell phones at all. Students violating this policy will upon first offense receive a participation grade of zero for the day, the second offense will bring their semester participation grade down one full letter grade, the third offense will result in them being dropped from the class. If you desperately need to engage with your pocket snuggle-bunny (phone) then by all means step outside for a moment. 
Schedule

